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T he snows were heavy this past winter, and we 
had to shovel snow off the tabernacle roof before 

it got too heavy. But spring is here and soon we will 
be starting our summer programs at the Mt. Gretna 
Tabernacle. 

The tabernacle comes alive again this summer 
(as it has for the past over-a-hundred years) with a 
wide variety of programs designed to delight, enter-
tain, inspire, and perhaps challenge a large number 
of people with varied tastes and ideas. Our purpose 
as always is “to provide Christian spiritual renewal in 
this unique Victorian setting.”

A lot of familiar names and groups will be return-
ing this summer. Andy Roberts and his Jazz Quartet; 
The New Holland Band, directed by Dr. Kenneth 
Laudermilch; Dave Stahl and his Sacred Orchestra; 
our annual Handbell Festival, started more than 
a dozen years ago by the late Douglas Smith; Bob 
Troxell and his Dixieland Connection; our Massed 
Choir of 200 voices, which has been a part of the 
summer program for over 50 years; and The Susque-
hanna Chorale, directed by Linda Tedford, one of 

Elisabeth von Trapp returns August 29
“Before the concert is over, 

she will have the crowd gasping 
with the sheer beauty of her voice.” 
That’s what the Boston Globe had 
to say about the voice of Elisabeth 
von Trapp. But you already know 
that, if you were at one of her three 
previous appearances at the Mt. 
Gretna Tabernacle. This summer 
she will return—Sunday, August 
29, 2010, 7 p.m. Tickets will be 
available at each of the programs 
in the tabernacle throughout the 
summer. The suggested donation is 
$20. Get your tickets early and tell 
your friends about the concert. Get 
them in person at Mt. Gretna, on-
line at don@MtGretnaTabernacle.
org or by calling (717) 653-8588.

Singing professionally since childhood, Elisabeth 

has enthralled audiences from 
European cathedrals to Washing-
ton DC’s Kennedy Center to the 
historic Mt. Gretna Tabernacle.

Her repertoire ranges from 
Bach to Broadway, from Schubert 
to Sting, from Mozart and Puccini 
to Rodgers and Hammerstein. In 
2001 she obtained the rights to 
sing a number of Robert Frost’s 
poems. She has released a CD, 
Poetic License, which is a collec-
tion of some of those Frost poems 
set to her music.

In 2005 she released another 
CD with a collection of her favor-
ite hymns, psalms and chants—
Love Never Ends. All in all she has 
five CDs, which will be on sale at 

her August 29 concert.

see 2010 Summer Season page 2
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the premier choral groups in our region.
Preaching services this summer include Dr. Ed 

Zeiders, former head of United Theological Seminary 
and now Senior Pastor at St. Paul’s UM, State College, 
and The Rev. Louis Butcher, Pastor at Bright Side 
Baptist Church, Lancaster.

Again this summer we are cooperating with 
Pennsylvania Chautauqua with two special pro-
grams especially for children. The Good Ship Grace 
Puppeteers from Lebanon perform in early June, and 
Steven Courtney, the popular children’s entertainer 
from Manheim, in August.

As always, we are excited about being able to 
present for the first time some new groups. The Sing-
ing Boys of Pennsylvania, directed by Dr. F. Bernard 
Schade; Silver, Wood, & Ivory, a unique piano-flute 
duo from Lititz with a popular following in our re-
gion; and QuintEssentially Brass, a new brass group 
from Lancaster.

The climax of our summer season this year takes 
place on August 29, when Elisabeth von Trapp, from 
the family whose story inspired the “Sound of Music,” 
returns for a concert in her inimitable style. She has 
said that the tabernacle is one of her favorite places to 
sing. This is the only program of the summer where 
a specific donation ($20) is requested. Tickets will be 
available at all the summer programs at the tabernacle 
or online at don@MtGretnaTabernacle.org. 

Finally, two of our summer groups are return-
ing for a second time: The Lancaster British Brass 
Band, and The Bethany Gospel Boys.

What a summer! We hope you will come to the 
tabernacle as often as you are able. And bring your 
friends; introduce them to the uniqueness that is Mt. 
Gretna. We will be looking for you!

This summer the Bible Festival is cooperating 
with two local businesses: Losers Music Store of 
Lebanon is helping to make the Massed Choir pro-
gram possible and to bring Joe Martin here as guest 
conductor, and WDAC Radio is helping to provide 
some radio advertising.

continued from page 1

Over the years there have been some memorable 
“lights out” times in the Tabernacle, including some 
during programs. 30 years ago a massed choir pro-
gram was conducted by candlelight, flashlights, and 
a Coleman lantern. Several years ago The Lancaster 
Brass played by flashlight. And we were almost 
ready to do a drama the other year in artificial light 
and without the necessary sound amplification.

Who can forget last summer when the Lancaster 
British Brass Band was ready to play, but we had 
no electricity. Not only that, but some of the roads 
to Mt. Gretna were blocked by fallen trees from a 
storm. Because the electric company thought service 
could be restored quickly, the band and many people 

Lights Out! But Not This Year

see Lights Out! page 3
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The Singing Boys of Pennsylvania 
Sunday, July 25, 7 pm
Founded in 1970 as the Pocono Boy Singers, this 
group has won acclaim throughout the United States, 
Canada, Mexico, England, and Japan. The company 
consists of young artists—aged 10-14—selected from 
the ranks of the organization’s training choir who 
have been rigorously prepared for two or more years. 
They perform a demanding repertoire spanning 
centuries from chants to contemporary works, sacred 
and secular classics, and a rich assortment of Ameri-
can folk music with choreography. Their technical 
proficiency has been demonstrated in hundreds of 
concerts at colleges, universities, community con-
certs, schools, and churches.

Silver, Wood, & Ivory 
Wednesday, July 28, 7 pm

This popular musi-
cal duo from Lititz 
features the Silver and 
Wood flutes of Tracy 
Dietrich and the Ivory 
of the keyboard of 
Cindy Keller Witten-
berg. Each of their ar-

rangements and original compositions is custom and 
tastefully handcrafted by them to highlight the beauty, 
perfect blends, and individual character of each of 
these lovely instruments. Together, these performers 
expertly maximize this beauty and the contrasting 
elements of their silver, wood, and ivory instruments 
with melodies that will “soothe your soul and calm 
your spirit.”

Hymn-Sing
Wednesday, August 4, 7 pm 
We have had hymn sings as a part of our Bible Festival 
programs for a number of years. Recently Dr. Daryl 
Woomer has been leading them, accompanied by 
Dr. Rod Shearer. This year another familiar face will 
be leading our hymn-sing: Bob Kettering, pastor of 
Lititz Church of the Brethren and active on the Mt. 
Gretna Program Committee for a number of years. 
He plans to take us through a history of Christian 
hymns down through the centuries, starting with our 
earliest known hymns and concluding with contem-
porary hymns. 

QuintEssentially Brass
Sunday, August 22, 7 pm 
When the Lancaster Brass Quintet played at the Tab-
ernacle last summer, it was the final concert of their 
29-year existence as a performing group. Players in 
the group felt 
it was time to 
go in other 
directions 
with their 
professional 
careers. But 
two of the 
group, Doug 
and Kristin 
Albert, decided they wanted to continue playing in 
a small brass ensemble. So they formed a new group 
and called it, QuintEssentially Brass. You will enjoy 
their music, their virtuosity, and their humor as they 
play a variety of styles of music.

stayed in the tabernacle. But by 8 o’clock it was 
apparent the lights were not coming on. The band 
packed up and everyone went home disappointed. 
(We re-scheduled the band for this season.)

This year we don’t expect that to happen again, 
thanks to the generosity of a tabernacle neighbor. 
Eric Sheffer, of 109 Third St. in Camp Meeting and 
a resident there for the past eight years, has made a 

generous offer to the Camp Meeting Board of Man-
agers. He has offered to provide his electric genera-
tor at the Tabernacle when we have storms and lose 
power during a summer program. We are grateful 
for Eric’s offer to provide assistance when we might 
be without electricity. We have made arrangements 
for (believe it or not) a long extension cord, plus a 
place on the tabernacle electric panel to plug it in, 
so that Eric’s generator will provide the lighting and 
sound we need for our evening programs. 

Thanks Eric! 

Lights Out! But Not This Year

celebrating 118 years  in the Grove
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Massed Choir Led Again by Joe Martin
Members of church 

choirs are usually very 
familiar with the compo-
sitions of Joseph Martin. 
And being in a rehearsal or 
a workshop with him is a 
great experience. While the 
Massed Choir has been in 

existence at Mt. Gretna for well over 50 years, sev-
eral years ago we decided (with the help of Loser’s 
Music Store in Lebanon) to go with a well-known 
guest conductor for our massed choir. Joe Martin 
was our first choice and was here several years ago. 

He’s back again this summer, and Mt. Gretna has 
become a favorite spot for him.

The program will be all music written by him, 
with one exception. It will be titled, “Through the 
Bible With Joe Martin—Genesis to Revelation” and 
will feature his compositions from various Biblical 
texts, including one or two sung by previous massed 
choirs. In addition the choir will sing Randall 
Thompson’s “Alleluia.”

As of April 3 we have reached our limit of 200 
singers registered for the massed choir this year. But 
we invite you to come—come early for a good seat—
on Sunday, August 1, at 7 p.m.

Won’t YOU Be a Partner? (A “Partner in Ministry”)
Mr. Rogers on television regularly sings a song 

which asks his children/viewers, “Won’t you be my 
neighbor?” We’re not singing it, but we are asking a 
similar question, “Won’t you be a “Partner in Ministry” 
with the Mt. Gretna Bible Festival? We depend on 
the generous financial and prayer support of our 
“Partners,” as well as the freewill offerings at each pro-
gram to continue the kind of quality programming we 
have been inviting to the Mt. Gretna Tabernacle.

Please use one or both of the enclosed envelopes 
for your contribution to our Partners Ministry this 
season, enabling us to underwrite this summer’s pro-

grams as well as helping us make plans for future years.
Contributions to the Bible Festival will go toward 

our programming expenses. Contributions to the 
Tabernacle Association will go toward the upkeep 
of our historic, 111-year-old building. This past win-
ter’s snows made it necessary to hire a company to 
remove the snow from the roof before its weight 
threatened to collapse the roof. Thanks to Merv Lentz, 
the Campmeeting Association, and the Tabernacle 
Association, who keep close eyes on our buildings and 
keep them clean and safe.

Mt. Gretna Bible Festival
P.O. Box 408

Mt. Gretna, PA 17064
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